List background information about the character.

Character Planning

Draw a rough sketch of your main character.
Character’s Name: ______________________


List his/her character traits.

Setting Planning

Draw a rough sketch of your setting
Write descriptive phrases about the setting.
Think about your different senses.






Plot Planning

Use words, phrases, and sentences to plan out your story. Include as much detail and description as possible.
	Beginning:
(What is happening?)


	What goes wrong? 
(What happens? How do the characters react?)

	Who/What helps?
(What happens? How do the characters react?)
	Ending:
(What happens? How do the characters feel?)


Story Checklist

	
	Author ✔
	Student Editor: __________________________

	Beginning
	
	

	Is the setting introduced with sensory details?
	
	

	Is it clear what is happening?
	
	

	Is the character introduced with descriptive details?
	
	

	What Goes Wrong
	
	

	Do you understand what goes wrong?
	
	

	Are there details and descriptions?
	
	

	Do you find out how the main character reacts?
	
	

	Who/What Helps
	
	

	Do you understand how the problem in the story is resolved?
	
	

	Are there details and descriptions?
	
	

	Do you find out how the main character reacts?
	
	

	Ending
	
	

	Is the reader left satisfied? 
	
	

	Are there details and descriptions?
	
	

	Do you find out how the main character feels?
	
	


	Final Check
	
	

	Do the illustrations on each page help you understand the story?
	
	

	Does the story make sense?
	
	

	Do the sentences make sense?
	
	

	Are all of the words spelled correctly?
	
	

	Is the punctuation correct?
	
	

	Is there dialogue in speech bubbles and/or in the text?
	
	

	Are there transitional words?
	
	


Narrative Writing Rubric

	
	3
(Exemplary)
	2
(Proficient)
	1
(Beginning)

	Establish a situation and setting, using sensory details.
	
	
	

	Introduce a character or characters, using descriptive details.
	
	
	

	Use description to show the responses of characters.
	
	
	

	Create a clear event sequence.
	
	
	

	Use description to develop events.
	
	
	

	Include a clear and logical ending, leaving the reader satisfied.
	
	
	

	Demonstrate command of grammar and punctuation.
	
	
	

	Spell correctly.
	
	
	

	Optional: Use dialogue effectively
	
	
	

	Optional: Use a variety of transitional words and phrases.
	
	
	


